
TOWN OF CAMDEN   

The Town Meeting is an 

opportunity to have a 

voice in Camden’s fu-

ture.  Camden’s 2018 

Annual Town Meeting 

will be held on June 

13th.  Residents may 

register to vote at the 

polling place on Election 

Day, June 12th.     

 

Wastewater Treatment Plant in 
Need of Major Upgrades 

$13.9 Million Bond  

“A Challenge to the Present to Preserve for the Future an Environment We Treas-

ure” These are the words embossed on a plaque greeting anyone entering Cam-

den’s Wastewater Treatment Plant.  The Town’s commitment to protecting and 

preserving the health and beauty of our local environment has been absolute and 

steadfast. Camden chose to construct our wastewater treatment plant in 1970, two 

years prior to the passage of the Federal Clean Water Act.  (see page 2) 

Town Meeting June 2018 

Ballot Voting June 12th & Town Meeting June 13th  

The polls will be open from 8:00 am to 8:00 pm at the Camden Public Safety 

Building.  Voters will be asked to vote on Articles 1 through 8 (see page 3) 
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Wastewater 
Treatment Plant 
Upgrades  
The passage of the Clean Water Act 

stopped practices which previously allowed 

toxins and waste from factories and sewage 

flowing from residents to discharge directly 

into our rivers, streams and harbor.  This 

resulted in the construction of municipal 

wastewater treatment plants across the en-

tire country.  Camden was at the forefront of 

this effort and made an early commitment to 

protecting our watersheds from pollution. 

Fifty Years Later 
our Wastewater Treatment Plant and collection system compo-

nents are in need of serious equipment replacement and sys-

tem control upgrades.  The facility has many sections that are 

currently not compliant with today’s health and safety stand-

ards.   There are a number of areas in the plant where incom-

patible uses are co-located, such as the storage of combustible 

chemicals next to electrical systems and a lab within the office 

space. The electrical and mechanical systems and components 

are obsolete and the parts required to repair them are no long-

er carried by manufacturers and are costly to replace.  Much of 

the equipment responsible for treating wastewater employs 

technology that is inefficient and has high operation and 

maintenance costs. 

What’s Included in the Upgrades? 
The upgrades to the plant will address these issues by making 

the facility code compliant and replacing or upgrading systems 

and equipment that are obsolete or inefficient. The result will be 

a plant that operates more efficiently and autonomously and is 

safer.  In addition, the proposed upgrades will permit system 

changes that may be required due to future effluent restrictions 

which are currently being considered by the EPA and DEP.   

The improvements to the collection system will include replac-

ing the Norumbega and Washington Street Pump Stations and 

replacing the 50 year old cast iron forced sewer main that runs 

under the Harbor. 

 

The Next 50 Years... 
We are incredibly fortunate to have gone 50 years without re-

quiring an upgrade of the magnitude required now.  While 50 

years This is largely due to the creativity and meticulous 

maintenance undertaken by the past and current staff at the 

Wastewater Treatment Plant. The proposed project approach 

and associated budget have already considered potential pro-

ject construction cost escalation.  If the construction costs do 

in fact escalate the project phasing and financing can be modi-

fied to effectively absorb market conditions.  Camden is fortu-

nate is able to undertake the upgrades to the plant and collec-

tion system proactively, on our own terms according to our 

priorities.   

Camden Wastewater Department 

Camden Wastewater Treatment Plant—Image Courtesy of Josh Gerritsen 



Warrant Articles 

ARTICLE 1—Electing a 

Moderator 

ARTICLE 2—Election for 

Select Board, School 

Board & Personnel Board  

ARTICLES 3 through 7—

Zoning Ordinance 

Amendments 

ARTICLE 8—Hawking and 

Peddling Ordinance 

Amendment 

ARTICLES 9– 13 Yearly 

authorization to allow the 

Select Board and Town 

administration to conduct 

business as usual 

ARTICLE 14—Authorizing 

the Town to bond $13.9 

Million for improvements 

to the Wastewater Treat-

ment Plant and Collection 

System 

ARTICLE 15—Authorizing 

the Town to bond 

$310,000 for capital im-

provement projects 

ARTICLE 16—Authorizing 

the discontinuance of a 

portion of Arey Avenue 

ARTICLE 17—Authorizing 

the use of $310,000 of 

Tax Increment Financing 

revenue for pedestrian 

and parking improve-
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Warrant Articles Explained  
The following is a summary of the warrant articles that will be voted on at Cam-

den’s Town Meeting by secret ballot on June 12th and during the open floor meet-

ing on June 13th, 2018 7pm at the Camden Opera House. 

Secret Ballot 
Articles 2 through 8 will be voted on by secret ballot at the polls on June 12th 

Article 2: Election of Select Board Members and School Directors by secret 

ballot: 

Two Select Board members for a 3-year term.  In addition to serving on the Select 

Board, Select Board members also act as the Assessors, Overseers of the Poor, 

and Wastewater Commissioners. There are 2 candidates running for these seats:  

Jenna Lookner and Taylor Benzie.  

Two Directors of the  Maine School Administrative District (SAD)  #28 / Community 

School District (CSD) #19 for 3-year terms.  There is 1 candidate running for this 

seat:  Lynda Chilton and Patrick McCafferty.  

One member for the Personnel Board for a 3-year term.  There are 2 candidates 

running for this seat:  Jonathan Beitler and Stephanie Griffin. 

Article 3:  This article amends the definition of Food Service in Camden’s 

Zoning Ordinance  to remove the definition of Fast Food Restaurants, Sit-Down 

Restaurants and Take Out Food Service to replace them with the new definitions 

of Restaurant and Market. Camden’s old food service definitions prevented many 

businesses from being able to legally serve take out to their customers.  Changing 

these definitions will allow many food service establishments the flexibility to re-

spond to the needs of their customers. 

Article 4: This article amends the definition of Congregate Housing in  Cam-

den’s Zoning Ordinance to allow two unrelated/unmarried individuals to share liv-

ing quarters.   

Article 5: This amendment to the Camden Zoning Ordinance will add a defini-

tion for a Private Residential Treatment Facility.  Currently the Americans with Dis-

abilities Act allows State licensed residential treatment facilities for up to eight indi-

viduals in districts where residential uses are allowed.  This new definition will al-



ments in the downtown  

ARTICLES 18—22 Budget 

Approval  

ARTICLE 23—Electing a 

Trustee for the W. H. Pas-

cal Fund  

ARTICLE 24—Electing 

Budget Committee Mem-

bers 

ARTICLE 25—Electing 

Budget Nominating Com-

mittee Members 
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low for an additional four individuals. 

Article 6: This amendment to the Camden Zoning Ordinance will allow Private 

Residential Treatment Facilities to be located in the Coastal Residential District and 

outlines two standards required for the permitting of these facilities. 

Article 7: This amendment to the Camden Zoning Ordinance will exclude sign-

age for special events from the Sign Ordinance and give the Select Board authority 

to approve signs for special events.   

Article 8: This amendment to the Hawking and Peddling Ordinance defines a 

process for the Select Board to license mobile food vendors for town sponsored 

events on town property. 

All proposed zoning ordinance amendments (Articles 3 through 7) have been ap-

proved by the Planning Board and Select Board.  All proposed ordinance amend-

ments (3-8) have been certified and approved by the Select Board.  The full text of 

these amendments are available on the Town Website and at the Town Office. 

Town Meeting  
The Following Articles will be  voted on at the June 13th Town Meeting: 

Article 1:   Election of the Moderator to preside at the Town Meeting .  The polls 

will open as soon as the Moderator has been elected.  

Articles 9-14 are Articles which need to be approved at each Annual Town 

Meeting. 

Article 9: Sets the dates taxes are due: October 17 and  April 17, and to fix the 

interest rate on unpaid taxes at 7% per year. 

Article 10:  Authorizes the Select Board to apply for and accept grants, gifts, 

etc. on behalf of the Town.  This past year the Town has actively applied for grants 

and we have been very successful.  An example is the EPA Brownfields Cleanup 



Grant to finish remediating the Tannery property.   

Article 11: Authorizes the Select Board to dispose of tax-

acquired property.  The Town rarely receives tax acquired property, 

but if it does, this Article authorizes the Select Board to dispose of it 

in the best interest of the Town.   This Article contains specific lan-

guage regarding the Apollo Tannery site and makes it clear that 

disposition of that property may only be done in accordance with 

the approved guidelines adopted at the 2008 Town Meeting. Those 

guidelines include:  the use must be acceptable, the buyer must 

have financial capacity and professional competency to develop the 

site, the proposed use must be for jobs development, and the buyer 

must meet as many of the “Guiding Principles” described in the 

report of the Apollo Tannery Redevelopment Work Group (2008).  

Article 12:  Authorizes the disposal of personal property in 

accordance with the Town’s purchasing policy. 

Article 13: Authorizes the Select Board to transfer funds be-

tween budget categories not to exceed 10% on the unexpended 

balances after a public hearing in accordance with guidelines. 

Article 14: Votes are asked to authorize the Town to bond 

$13,900,000 for improvements to the Camden Wastewater Treat-

ment Plant and the pump stations at Norumbega Drive and Wash-

ington Street as well as the force sewer main that runs under the 

Harbor from the Sea Street to Bay View Street pump stations.  

These projects will not be included in the FY19 Budget.  It is antici-

pated that the projects authorized by the approval of this bond will 

start during the FY20 budget cycle.   

Article 15: Voters are asked to authorize the Town to bond 

$310,000 for  capital improvements consisting of repairs to the Sea-

bright Dam and replacing the stormwater infrastructure  on Bay 

View Street.  The revenue and expenses for these projects are in-

cluded in the FY19 Budget. 

Article 16: Authorizes the Town to discontinue a portion of 

Arey Avenue that abuts the northwesterly bound of the Eaton Ave-

nue public right of way.  The Select Board approved the Discontinu-

ance Order after a Public Hearing.  A full copy of this order is avail-

able in the Town Office as well as a survey drawing prepared by 

Gartley and Dorsky Engineering. 

Article 17: Authorizes the Town to use $310,000 of Tax Incre-

ment Financing revenue from the Downtown TIF District as a match 

to a MDOT Grant for pedestrian improvements along Main and Elm 

Streets, to finance the lease/purchase of parking lots at Knox Mill 

and Knowlton Street and engineering work for the boardwalk at the 

Public Landing. 

Article 18: Voters are asked to approve $3,120,658 of non-

property tax revenues proposed in the FY19 Budget (see the Town 

Website for information on the FY19 Budget).  The non-property tax 

revenues reduce the amount of property taxes that need to be 

raised to cover the Town’s expenses.  These revenues include: 

local road funding from the State, Tree Growth  reimbursement, 

vehicle excise taxes, local fees such as building permits and plumb-

ing fees and Harbor fees. 

Article 19: This Article contains the Budget expenditures pro-

posed for FY19.  This Budget was developed with four principles in 

mind: develop a budget that is as close to a zero increase as possi-

ble; maintain current levels of services; continue to implement Cam-

den’s capital improvement plan; and succession planning  to ensure 

all Town Departments have the skills and expertise they will need 

into the future in order to continue delivering high quality services.  

The Budget Committee’s recommendation is $8,947,091.  With the 

corresponding increase in revenue the net increase in property  

taxes is 0.48%.  The Select Board ‘s recommendation is 

$9,010,091, which will be an increase of 0.7% over FY18. 

 

Article 20: Authorizes the Town to increase 

the property tax levy limit established by State 

Register to Vote! 

Residents may register to 

vote at the polling place on 

Election Day—June 12th, 

2018.   

Please bring identification and 

proof of residency.   
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Contact Us 

Give us a call for more 

information about Town 

Meeting or any other 

Town projects or initia-

tives you’re interested in 

learning more about. 

Camden Town Office 

29 Elm Street 

Camden, ME 04843 

(207) 236-3353 

Acaler-

bell@camdenmaine.gov 

Visit us on the web at 

www.camdenmaine.gov 

Law if necessary. 

Article 21: Elects a person to serve as a Trustee for the W.H Pascal Fund for 

three years. 

Article 22: Elects nine members for three years terms each to serve on the 

Budget Committee. 

Article 23: Elects three members and two alternate members to serve as a 

Budget Nominating Committee for a one year term. 

Special Thanks 
To the Budget Committee  for all your hard work.  It takes a lot of time to learn the 

ins and outs of how local government works and how your decisions have a direct 

impact on priorities for the community.   

Thank you John French for your 21 years of service to the Town of Camden.  Your 

commitment to the Town  is truly remarkable.   
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